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attachment of its French servants, and of the unreasonableness
_~1 ^ of our entertaining any distrust of men entirely at the devotion,
and the mere creatures of a friendly power, having no interests
but what are inseparable from ours. But these arguments,
plausible as they are, do not constitute the sole, or perhaps
principal difficulty in the present case. One of the consequences
of Raymond's corps (and besides Raymond's corps there is
another consisting of from twelve to fifteen hundred sepoys,
commanded also by Frenchmen, attached to the Risalah of
Umjid-ool-Dowlah) has been a material reduction of every
other description of military force; insomuch that excepting
the regular infantry of the state, it has few other troops of any
estimation. Were it then to comply with the proposed demand,
it would be left without sufficient means not only of defending
itself against foreign attack and domestic insurrection, but of
collecting its revenues; for it is not to be supposed that our
small detachment would be adequate, even if there subsisted no
objection to its being applied, to all these purposes. The ex-
periment failing (as I am of opinion it almost necessarily
must), and we following up our provisional resolution in that
case, the consequence, it is natural to suppose, would very soon
be a closer connection than ever, if that should be practicable,
between this court and the French; and at all events, such an
understanding with Tippoo as would hardly fail to give him
that ascendancy in its councils which he has long been endea-
vouring (more sedulously than artfully, perhaps) to acquire.

It may be thought that the abominable tendency of French
principles (in whatever view considered), and the evil conse-
quences which have resulted to almost every power that that
natior* has drawn into its alliance, if properly exposed and illus-
trated, ought to have the effect of exciting, at the different
courts of India, such a detestation of the one and dread of the
other as to render any connection between them next to impos-
sible. But though these are topics which have not been neglected,
and though they doubtlessly seem well calculated to produce
the sort of impressions to "be wished for, yet it would be wrong
to place any great reliance in considerations which miforttinately